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REMARKS 




Claim Rejection based upon 35 U.S.C. 8103(a) 



Claim 1-17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a), as being unpatentable over Ward et al 
(US 644091 BI). The applicant believes this rejection is moot because under 35 U.S.C. §103(c) which 



a. Subject matter developed by another person, which qualifies as prior art only under one 
or more of subsections (e), (f), and (g) of section 102 of this title, shall not preclude 
patentability under this section where the matter and the claimed invention were, at the time 
the claim invention was made, owned by the same person or subject to an obligation of 
assignment to the same person. 

An employee of the Nalco Company invented the method claimed in the patent application during 
and under his employment agreement, which requires the assignment of all intellectual property to the 
company. A Nalco Company employee also invented the process of the Ward et al patent application 
under an employment agreement that required assignment of all intellectual property rights. 

This fact may not have been evident to the examiner because when the Ward et al patent was filed 
the corporate name was Nalco Chemical Company but since that time the corporate name has been 
modified to Nalco Company as in assignment of the current patent application. 

For the aforementioned reasons the patent application is now in a condition for allowance and we 
request that the examiner ask the examiner to reconsider his rejections. 



states, 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicants submit that based upon the above Remarks, all pending claims are in condition 
for allowance and respectfully request that a Notice of Allowance be sent for all pending claims. 



Respectfully Submitted, 



William Maheras Reg/No. 54,873 
Nalco Company 

Patent and Licensing Department 
1601 West Diehl Road 
Naperville, IL 60563-1198 
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